THE   DESSERA    FESTIVALS

flags at the end. These, I presume, were intended for
show ; but another set carried immense long whips,
with which the sovereign people were kept from pressing
in too great numbers upon the ropes. A dozen native
bands of music, consisting of sharp sounding drums,
and a number of shrill pipes, resembling in squeak that
of our penny trumpets, only most painfully louder, and
all playing at once, grievously disturbed us during the
whole exhibition.

One one side of the space within the ring two beauti-
ful leopards stood chained to separate posts. As these
animals had been caught in the jungle the day before,
nothing could be more sleek and glossy than their
coats. Near these noble beasts, as if in contrast, were
turned in, quite loose, two jackasses, each of which
drew behind him, tied to his tail, a globular empty
leathern bottle, called, I think, a dubbah, about as
large as a man could grasp in his arms. Into these
machines a handful of gravel or dried peas had been
inserted, to make a noise as the poor donkeys moved
about. On the other side of the arena two painted
wooden figures of men were placed in a leaning posture
against stakes fastened in the ground.

Exactly opposite to the Rajah, at the further side of
the ring, a huge cage, composed of strong wooden bars,
had been wheeled close to the ropes. A door on that
side of the cage which faced us being now drawn up,
we discovered a large royal tiger sitting in the attitude
of the sphinx, apparently all ready for a spring. He
looked exceedingly fierce, and no wonder, for the jjoor
wretch had been kept with little or no food ever since
his capture in a pitfall in one of the great teak forests of
the Malabar Ghauts upwards of two days before. The
royal animal seemed very ill disposed to afford sport to
folks who had treated him so uncourteously, for not an
inch would he budge even when the netting was drawn
up, and a clear course opened for him into the ring.
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